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An Ancient- Letter. Journey to this section a century ago. 
V Story of a journey Into .the wilderness of that time, Central New York, 

. ' -' ■"-' ' *■:■ ' ' .'. \ ■■'' ■ ' ' r " r 

is; told in a letter 104years old in the possession of Mrs, J:\M# ^ 

' ■■ ■. '■;■■*. ' ' : 

Swartwood of Watkins. The letter was written by Benjamin Close, great- 
grandfather of Jfrs. Swartwood. He had been a Revolutionary soldier • 

■-■■■■■■ » - ' ' v 

and after the close of the war took up a soldiers claim now located ; ; 
■ in the town of Genoa, Cayuga County. The story of his pioneer journey ;*-. 
y^ into tl^p wilderness is told in a letter written to his wife May 22, 1793 V 
r~* Mr . ? Close lived- upum the farm until his death. Kr'3 . SvvartwpodSX- g£'and- ^ 
\ fatherland mother also lived there and the place is still in possession 
of the family . (It is sold out of the family now, 1906.) - 

The letter which follows was written at -Milton, wMch is now the town 
of Qenoa, and the Y.r. Bafber mentioned lived at AUrora. The wife - 4 V 
joined her husband in September; of the same^year 179ST with^their, four 
children. (Henry Mead, Benjamin, Deborah and Samuel) the youngest of 


■ ', ■ 


whom, an infant, she carried on horseback all the way from Greenwich _y 

■ .• ■ ' ■><. 

Conn, (copied from a newspaper clipping. The letter follows but thid\ 

is copied from a copy of the ordinal made by Deborah Close Stevens of 

Beaver Dam Wis. Mrs* Stevens says she copied it just as. it was mis- 
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.(•-.'.• Milton. \'ay 22nd Day AD 1793 . 

r i„ .■-■''■... 

■" * ■ * ■ ■ 

C " Dear and Loving Wife I takd this Opportunity to let you know that I am 
well at the present thanks be t& God for it and I hope 'those few lines 
will find you and my little ones so and I must inform you that we got^fe 
f^ii^, on to our Land the* 6th day of May through a foons and Tedious Journey. 

,' v : . 'if-.':.. . -" •''; .■:'■'.■■„ 

a^V fi fth^ Roada beliig very muddy which made it vory tedious though we made 

■*■ ■ . * ■■..'■., > ■ 

-■ ± ■ »i '.■■ 

out to Drive about 10 miles peivBay. but when wb gpt to Cortwrito a 

* - ' , * i * - * 

.'■:'■' • 

Place so called I w^a taken very onwell I v/an taken about 10 o clock 

y,: • at Night and held me while Next morning- about Six or 7 o clock with 

' : t ' ■ , • . - ■ , 

a very extream vomitinpj which was tho vvorst Sickness I ever had in 






my life Mien it t\»r rjcci bho $ther ■.«■„/ #$iie»j left m$ ^r^ ak-,Uc ;ild no 

stomach to eat £or two or ihr&e d ;■ ;; tfta-t ■ throu % b th ■ tender mercv of 

almighty ^od I wan enabled to travel *itS the team but you must needs 

think it eoat mo a Great Deal of mon:y bcin.; do lon-r; uj?on the Road, 

I something exr>oot by Horse Waggons that Passed by us that we miftht 

travel fawnty or 25 miles per day with a Mornn wi ::on« our team at 

la. r .?t pjofe very much beat out and Buffered very nv>ch for the want of 

Keo^infli T *7.v> obliyed t'o bv. "Rie Fe&ti arid no :rl to yive to mv Beant 

ar:d at l't : 't I wu oblige'! to take t V^rji load on my Bea:-'t another o;i 

i 

my Bu'jiv xiiM t ;o on qrfri-tfft I tfftiiS 1R vnlfH through t.) ■.-'* Id-rr .,rtf*:: to a 
Horse in v.'hi^h time I nevor nnw man nor Boast, except ny mare and &0g 
and tv.nn "Vrfcurn Lo helj.) tho others on in which t.-me Dmicl and fiquire 
had left us JSy littlo mare v/an vorj Much Tbdat put but nh$ not no 

v V ■ 

V 

I&iicih afl Lm^ o:: f n for oiv of Jo.nuth ■ ui: s Me 1 <.r, ' da;> 1 i; dowi \ r \ ' ' '■ 
Yoke and oo^U net ( ;;o no further and ta <.-y wan obliged to yoita felMB tv/o 
ne^r oxen together they boin^ the stoutest :,o compleat the Journey 
but all arrived safe there without any further damage than what I have 
ejaidoivorod to K elate to you 

2-fr&iik8 be to t.h' lord for hin kind Providence over us on our Journey 
and I pray that he will ^o on in ways of Verc; with us And I must 
farther i nf on-i you that after we rr,ot en to the Land ws was obliged to 
helj. xthan 3fiil4 him a i'ouc>^ which took vz ao.r.e time r,o that y/e 

never $qtfc our Land. Laid out till the 13th $&3 of th^ month and the 1411: 
Squire wont to worJc a:ad Daniel and T yrcnt off to yet oi:r Deeds it be- 
in^ about 10 mile* fcfe*r* wfc found onn of your former ^o.1< r! -bors * T r Bar- 
ber :::!ic!i app-u''^ to - &** very h-ii*}"^ to nee hs ordered a very Good 
Dinner to be Got for us and further he f* y *«m us Groat n at iflf action in 
the Pr inrij'.iln of Religion and ediid when we came away that if v:e went 
to JIorsonGck before k% see him :ir;ain wa mu'st /';ivo.his Kesj-cctB to v ls 
^Sl^^m^^ ^^^^^ old 'liBtres^ and to all his old friondn anti fr.r- 
t>icr wo find our Land to bo ver; Oood v/cll v^at^red and I think there 




is no Difficulty in Getting a Good Living here after one ; ear and I 

will inform you that I have Planted gome Potatoes Beans Cuoumber 

Squases Puncons Watermillions I have got a ^ood Gaardian Cleared and 

have begun to olear summerfallow, I shall not Plant much corn it 

> 

being so late I shall not. hive time to Get the Timber of further I 
will inform you that there is a yery Great Plenty of Peaches where 
Vr Barbafc lives and Qome apples our Nearest" neighbor is ab&ut one mile 
off a£$|(jpj^ be a Religious man as wc staid there while wevjas 
Building Jonathan's House There appears to be nothing wanting but a 
meeting and that I hope we shall be able to have in a little time and 
so no more at the Present but my Kind and affectionate love to you and 
my little ones and the Lord be Pleased to Dwell with ; ou and support 
■■ou under every difficulty and Trial that shall ^be Laid upon you and 
give my Duty to motherin Lav/ my Respects to my Brothers and Sisters 
and all enquiring friends, 

Benjamin Close. 
I must add somethnig further I must inform you that Daniel being so o» 
well causes me some trouble and difficulty I suppose his lying out a 
Nights caused it his lying on the Ground has taken a Groat c5|&d and 
I thought it best as ho was unable to do anything for him to Return 
home f 

Benjamin Close* 


(Superscription) 
To Mrs Sarah Close 

Stanwioh in Greenwich 
Township Fairfield County 
and State of Connecticut 





oalu -..'. ;;c and it i .-: a/rrei 1- . su*?j;or'. aha so/.tirCclion to bhCHn in the 
Decline of life 

I mvj.nt brake of for the ^Tenant *?iVh my particular love to 
you and Surah - and your children' and my reo]-oots to all enquireinrj 
frienda Zacbeua and Deborah, desires to bo remembered to you 

Hannah Mead 


(Superscript inn ) 

.....Mr • "- *""■■"* ' 
Bnnj amine Closo 
Jenoeah 




and Rarhh 
Benjamin Close 
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